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Re: Survey Resuils of Red-footee. Boobies {Sula sula) at Kilauee Point

'The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has raised concerns that the possible extent of oii on
red-footed boobies at Kilauea Point has not been adequately assessed. To address theae
concemns, Kathleen Vierncs, a local biclogist, was contracted by ENTRIX, with epproval
from Tesoro, to conduct surveys of red-footed boobies at Kilauca Point. The purposc of
these surveys was to document the preseace or absence of oiled red-footed boobies and
identify the need and feasibility of udditional rescuc cfforts of oiled birds. These surveys
were not intended to be exhaustive, particularly since there was a potential margin of
crror due to doublc counting and t¢ adequately accessing the entite colony,

This field assessment included two morning swveys vonducted on Scptermnber 29* and
30", The results of the morning surveys indicatcd that there were oiled red-footed
boobies at Kilauea Poiwt. Ou Scplember 29%, 412 adult red-footed boobies were
observed, of which 13 birds were oiled. One of these adults were heavily oiled, two birds
were muoderalely viled, and eleven individuals werc lightly oiled. During this same
survey, 355 subadult red-footed boobies were observed, including 24 oiled birds. Three,
two and nineteen of these birds were heavily, moderately and lightly oiled, respectively.

On September 30%, a different portion of the colony was surveyed. A total of 221 adults
were observed, including 12 individuals that were oiled; eleven werc lightly oiled and
one was modetatcly oted. Additionally, 162 subadults were surveyed, of which nine
hirds were lightly oiled.



